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How was the week that God gave you?  How did you use His time and energy to deepen relationships, influence others, and participate in the work of the kingdom through fellowship?  Did you work at moving from forgiveness towards reconciliation?  The impact of the series is in the application, and I hope that you are finding that to be true.

Today we connect with the work and blessing of God wanting to be in fellowship with humanity.  His desire to be with us leads to God taking on flesh and becoming fully human as He is also fully God.  Our first passage in Matthew 1:18-25 is a familiar passage, but one we usually look at in a few months.
18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.
20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”
22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”) (Isaiah 7:14).
24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.

Our connection to this passage in this series is that Jesus to be “God with us.”  He came to be in fellowship with us as a baby in Bethlehem through to a 33-year-old who was crucified on a cross outside of Jerusalem.  God took on flesh and walked the earth with humanity.  God walked with Adam and Eve in the garden in the cool of the day according to Genesis 3:8 and sin caused a separation so that they were removed from the garden and unable to walk with God as they had done before.  In Matthew it is God who comes in the flesh and walks among humans, sinful humans, Jesus comes to be our saviour and restore the fellowship that we had with God in the beginning.

Today’s sermon will be based off of Wes McAdams December 9th 2015 article titled “Does Jesus’ Birth Even Matter?”  Through the last several weeks we have been looking at how community is developed through fellowship.  Jesus’ birth is an amazing aspect of that message.  God came to have fellowship with His people which created a community of believers who were called out of the world and into relationship with Him.  God became wrapped in flesh to be among us.  He is the Immanuel – God With Us.

When we only look to Jesus as the baby in a manger and celebrate Jesus’ birth only on a single day in December, we have trivialized His birth.  Statements like, “Jesus is the reason for the season” are almost insultingly understated.  Jesus is the reason for EVERY season.  In fact, Jesus is the reason for EVERYTHING.

“For by Him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together” (Colossians 1:16-17).

Jesus didn’t come to Earth to be celebrated once a year. His is not “the Christmas story,” it’s “the Christ story.” And it matters because it’s the most significant event in human history. It’s the event up to which everything before it led, and to which everything after it points.

In this article Wes McAdams presents these 3 reasons why Jesus’ coming as Immanuel matters.

1. God’s Faithfulness Matters
God has made and fulfilled a lot of promises, but the birth of Jesus is the greatest fulfillment of a promise ever! God promised Abraham, “In your seed all nations of the earth shall be blessed” (Genesis 22:18). And Abraham’s descendants waited a couple thousand years for the fulfillment of that promise. Jesus is that seed – that descendent – of Abraham, through whom all nations of the earth are being blessed (Galatians 3:16).

Israel was also waiting for the son of David, the “Messiah,” who would come and reign over an eternal kingdom. Many generations of God’s people lived and died, waiting to see this deliverer of Israel. Jesus is that King. This is why Matthew begins his gospel account with, “The record of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham…” (Matthew 1:1). Jesus now eternally reigns as Lord of lords and King of kings!

Yes, His birth matters! It certainly mattered to faithful Jews, who waited their entire lives – like Simeon and Anna – to see God’s salvation and “the redemption of Jerusalem” (Luke 2:22-38). And it matters to any of us who find ourselves in seemingly hopeless situations. It matters for all of us who wait upon the Lord. The birth of Jesus is a joyful declaration, “God is always faithful! He always keeps His promises!”

2. God’s Dwelling with Us Matters
The news gets even better, because John began his gospel account by declaring that God had been born into the world! John said, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God….And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us…” (John 1:1,14). Don’t let the familiarity of that passage cause you to miss what John was saying, “God…became flesh and dwelt among us.”

Wow! Let that sink in, God became flesh and dwelt among His creation. This is what “Immanuel” means, “God with us” (Matthew 1:23). That is what the birth of Jesus is about! God came to earth and dwelt with us.

The part of the story where Jesus is born of a virgin and laid in a manger is just part of the “incarnation story,” but what a marvelous story it is! God is not some distant and faceless Creator, who just wound up the world, set it in motion, and sat back to watch it unwind. No, He came and took up residence with us.

He felt what we feel and experienced what we experience. God was hungry! He was thirsty! He got tired! He wept! He bled! If that doesn’t matter, then nothing does! Yes, the birth of Jesus matters because one of the three persons of the Godhead became flesh and dwelt among us.

3. God Becoming a SERVANT Matters
And finally, the birth of Jesus matters because one of the members of the Godhead “emptied Himself” (Philippians 2:7). In other words, He surrendered the rights and privileges that deity afforded Him. While in the flesh, He was no longer omnipresent; He could only be in one place at a time. While in the flesh, He was no longer omnipotent; He ran out of energy, getting tired, thirsty, and hungry. While in the flesh, He was no longer omniscient; He had to learn and grow in wisdom (Luke 2:40).

Paul calls Jesus becoming a man, “taking the form of a servant” (Philippians 2:7). Isn’t that a powerful thought? The Son of God took the form of a servant. He surrendered His rights and privileges, He washed feet, and He became obedient.

This matters significantly because if we are going to follow Jesus, we must also take the form of a servant. We must, “in humility count others more significant than [ourselves]” (Philippians 2:3). If the Son of God became an obedient servant, then certainly those who follow Him must be obedient servants as well.

The birth of Jesus does matter. It matters this time of year and every time of year. My concern isn’t “keeping Christ in Christmas,” it’s keeping Christ preeminent in ALL things.

Jesus’ birth is God coming to be in fellowship with us and to create His community.  When we look at His birth, His life, His death, His promises, and the Holy Spirit at work in those who have accepted salvation we see community as God intended.

As we get ready to conclude our sermon for today I want us to consider the impact of the truth that Jesus is still with us today.  He did not just come for a 33 year span.  What impacts you about the truth of the promises in these passages?

Ephesians 3:16-17  I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith….
2 Corinthians 13:5  Examine (πειράζω) yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test (δοκιμάζω) yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you—unless, of course, you fail the test (ἀδόκιμος)?
Galatians 2:20  I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
Colossians 1:27  To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
John 14:23  Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.

A part of the Christmas message is that there was no guest room available for them.  What about now and in your life?  Do you have room for Jesus to come and live within you?  Have your sins been washed away, and do you want to be obedient to His teachings?  God with us was not just a promise for the 1st Century AD, Jesus is offering to be with you today and what a blessing to live with Immanuel, God with us.  How will this truth impact your week and your fellowship?  How will it help you develop community through fellowship with Jesus and others?

This week as you think about Immanuel “God with us” consider the relationships that God made possible by taking on flesh and provided His church.  Rejoice in the truth of His birth and His promise of Matthew 28:20.  Looking into the coming of Immanuel gives us reason for rejoicing as does appreciating his words of promise after His resurrection recorded in Matthew 28:20 “I am with you always, to the very end of the age”.  

Join us next week as we look at the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives and the fellowship with the Godhead that He brings.
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