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Our sermon series is focused on living hope filled and HOPEFUL lives.  By looking at and working at memorizing our key passage from… Romans 15:13 we are reminded that we are filled with hope by God and the work of the Holy Spirit who overflows us with hope.

How are you doing with memorizing Romans 15:13  May the God of ___ fill you with all ____ and ____ as you      in him, so that you may ____________ with          by the _____ of the                         .  Hope, Joy, Peace, and the power of the Holy Spirit are key aspects of Hopeful Christians.  Thank you for your work with this passage and I expect that it is helpful to you.

Hope is a gift given to us by the Holy Spirit who lives within each believer once sins have been removed at baptism which is why we urge one another to be right with God and accept his grace through our own death, burial, and resurrection to a new life.  We don’t create hope we access it as a blessing from God in our lives for those who are In Christ.  So how do we develop hope in our lives?  What are the traits of hopeful people?  
I have organized in an acrostic form: 
H – Humble, Honest
O – Observant, Obedient
P – Praise, Persevere
E- Expectant, Engaged
F- Faithful, Focused
U- Unswerving, United
L- Listening, Learning

Today we grow in hope as we consider the impact of being Expectant of God to act and Engaged in faithfulness as we await His action or call for us to act.

The blend of expectant and engaged are brought together in the question “If you are asking God for rain, do you bring your umbrella?”  Knowing that God is powerful and sovereign, that is that he is able to act and willing to act, needs to be matched by our action even if the action is patience.  Hopeful people go to God in prayer and await further orders.

The bible is full of accounts of expectant and engaged people who trusted God and did their part.  We see this in the life of Noah building the ark before rain had occurred, Abraham with Isaac and the sacrifice being provided, Daniel’s friends Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah willingness to go into the furnace.  The blend of God’s ability but not putting Him to the test is shown in Daniel 3:16-18 on page 1375 where we read the Babylonian account of the event saying: “Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego (their Babylonian names) replied to him, “King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.”  God is able to act, and even if He does not, we will be faithful to Him.  This is the blend of the traits of hope filled and hopeful people that we are looking into today.

Being expectant of God to act is a key trait of faith or trust in God because it takes trust, which is faith, in the character of God that He will act according to His will and for His glory.  Oftentimes that means that God delivers us from difficulty but not always.  The shipwreck may be our consequence and maybe God wants to act but is limited and He grieves with us during the difficulty.

Turn your attention to Hebrews 11 which begins with this definition of faith: “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. 2 This is what the ancients were commended for.”  Being confident in God and His love for us can help us step into the unknown as the record of the faithful lives of Hebrews 11 remind us.  All of the accounts in this chapter show faith in action from expectant and hope filled people but not everything was rosy.  Consider the swing of outcomes noted in the concluding verses from Hebrews 11:35-40 (1876).
35 Women received back their dead, raised to life again. There were others who were tortured, refusing to be released so that they might gain an even better resurrection. 36 Some faced jeers and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 37 They were put to death by stoning; they were sawed in two; they were killed by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated— 38 the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, living in caves and in holes in the ground.
39 These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised, 40 since God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be made perfect.
They were all faithful and sometimes there were great physical and earthly blessings as verse 35 says about some women received back their dead while the other accounts in verses 36-39 did not protect them from difficulty, faithfulness to God brought troubling times into their lives and they remained faithful anyways.  

Verses 39-40 alludes to the completion of the promises that are fulfilled in Jesus as the promised Mesiah.  That is, did not receive the fulfillment of the promise of full deliverance; or did not receive all that was promised. They all still looked forward to some future blessings that are only found in Jesus as the one whom all of our hope is placed and as the one who will reward the faithful through eternity.

As hopeful people we go to God in expectation that He loves us and that He is more concerned about our holiness than our happiness.  We go to a God that is beyond time and the only one that can bless us in eternity even if things do not work the way that we are asking for within our lifetime.  No matter the outcome we go to God in expectation, and we stay engaged in praise to see how, when, or if, He will act in the ways that we were thinking.

We see the healthy blend of expectation and engagement in the account from Luke 5:17-20 when friends come together and bring their umbrellas!  They hope and trust that Jesus can heal, and they show up in expectation which leads them into action which is blessed by Jesus and used as a teaching moment.

Let’s be encouraged by looking at this passage together as we read Luke 5:17-20 on page 1598.  “One day Jesus was teaching, and Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting there. They had come from every village of Galilee and from Judea and Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was with Jesus to heal the sick. 18 Some men came carrying a paralyzed man on a mat and tried to take him into the house to lay him before Jesus. 19 When they could not find a way to do this because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and lowered him on his mat through the tiles into the middle of the crowd, right in front of Jesus.  20 When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.”
They expected that Jesus could heal, and their faith engaged their hands to dig a hole in the roof so that their friend could meet with Jesus.  God often blesses expectation and engagement even when the call of action is to be patient and report for duty until He gives you orders.

Expecting God to act involves a combination of trust, courage, integrity, and an active anticipation of divine intervention.  How have you found this to be true in your life and to whom can you share your story so that hope might flow into their life?

Today as we consider when and where we carry our umbrella, I will use the summary of a 2017 article titled “What to Do While You’re Waiting on God.”[footnoteRef:1]  I have a few of these printed for those who want to read the entire article while I will be using the summary points. [1:  https://openthebible.org/article/what-to-do-while-youre-waiting-on-god/] 


10 things to do while you wait.

1. Believe that the God who saved you hears your cries (Micah 7:7).
The cross is our guarantee that God is for us and He loves us and will hear our requests. We can be content with that and wait patiently for his answers.

2. Watch with expectancy, but be prepared for unexpected answers (Psalm 5:3).
When we lay our requests before him, it is by faith that we wait and watch in anticipation of God’s good work in us and others.

3. Put your hope in his Word (Psalm 130:5-6).
We can wait for the Lord knowing that, no matter how dark the night is, his light will break through in our lives, bringing abundant joy through a more intimate relationship with Christ.

4. Trust in the Lord, not in your own understanding (Proverbs 3:5-6).
Seasons of waiting reveal where we are placing our trust.

5. Resist fretting, refrain from anger, be still, and choose patience (Psalm 37:7-8).
When we choose to wait quietly and trustingly, we not only honor God but encourage others to put their hope in him as well.

6. Be strong and take courage (Psalm 27:13-14; 31:24).
Jesus said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” Ever. He is Immanuel, God with us. That’s a promise that will sustain us while we wait for answers to prayer, but even more, as we wait for his triumphant return!

7. See it as an opportunity to experience God’s goodness (Psalm 27:13; Lamentations 3:25).
For those who have eyes to see, seasons of waiting offer countless opportunities to witness God at work in and through us for our eternal good and his glory.

8. Wait for God’s promise instead of going your own way (Acts 1:4).
“God is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to his power at work within us” (Ephesians 3:20). When we wait for him, we will never be disappointed.

9. Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful with thanksgiving (Colossians 4:2).
While God may not answer in our timing or in the way we expect, he will accomplish his good purposes in our lives when we wait for him and persevere in prayer.

10. Remember the blessings yet to come (Isaiah 30:18).
During long (or even short) seasons of waiting, our hearts will be encouraged to remember that the best is yet to come! One day sin will be no more! We will be free from self’s demands and temptations and experience everlasting joy. So, we follow the words of Colossians 3:2-4 to: “Set your mind on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.”

· What impacts you from the sermon this week?
· What helps you to come to God in expectation and engagement?
· What are your standing stones, your memories of God’s faithfulness in the past?
· How have you seen God in action and how does that help light the way in times of darkness?
· What have you asked of God and what umbrella do you carry for when He answers?
· To whose life can God’s hope overflow through you?
· This week enjoy the hope that is in Jesus and share the invite for others to come to Jesus for salvation and that hope that God brings.
Next week we look build on these traits as we talk about being Faithful and Focused as people who live HOPEFUL lives.  May God bless our transformation and witness this week.

What to Do While You’re Waiting on God[footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://openthebible.org/article/what-to-do-while-youre-waiting-on-god/] 
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My five-year-old granddaughter asked me how long it would be before her family moved into their new house. Since six weeks is hard for a five-year-old to grasp, I took her to a wall calendar and showed her how long until moving day. Now, each day, as she marks off calendar squares one by one, she can see how long before the waiting is over.

I don’t know anyone who likes to wait. Do you? (I didn’t think so). Waiting is hard work and, at times, can even test our faith. It’s especially difficult when there are no guarantees that our waiting will ever end in this lifetime. Desires we long for, prayers we’ve been praying, and news we’re waiting to hear can tempt us to be impatient, discouraged, to worry, and even to wonder if God cares.

10 Things to Do While You’re Waiting on God
Perhaps this is why the Bible talks so much about waiting. God wants us to know that waiting is far from a passive activity in which we do nothing. In fact, Scripture teaches us that God wants us to actively participate in the work he desires to accomplish. Waiting strategically can cultivate good fruit in in our lives such as patience, perseverance, and endurance. It also draws us closer to our Savior and points those who are watching us to the gospel.

To that end, here are 10 things to do while you wait.

1. Believe that the God who saved you hears your cries (Micah 7:7).
Have you ever felt like your prayers are bouncing off the ceiling? Perhaps, like me, you have prayed for years about a concern, but God has seemed silent. That’s where God demonstrated his love and mercy towards us when we were still his enemies.

He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? (Romans 8:32)

In other words, the cross is our guarantee that God is for us and is committed to give us everything we would ask for if we knew everything he knew. We can be content with that and wait patiently for his answers.

2. Watch with expectancy, but be prepared for unexpected answers (Psalm 5:3).
While God has been faithful to answer many of my prayers, it’s often been in far different ways than I would have anticipated! God knows that the only way to do what he and I both desire will, at times, involve varying degrees of discomfort in my life.

Growing in humility means pride has to be done away with. Learning to love like Jesus requires us to say no to self’s constant demand for selfish ambition, wanting our own way, and putting ourselves first. Growing in patience inevitably involves some form of waiting, whether in a long line at the grocery story or a lifetime for a loved one to come to Christ. When we lay our requests before him, it is by faith that we wait and watch in anticipation of God’s good work in us and others.

3. Put your hope in his Word (Psalm 130:5-6).
We can be tempted to put our hope in things that may disappoint us in the end. We can hope a doctor will heal us, a teacher will pass us, a spouse will love us, our employer will reward us, or a friend will help us. But it is only when we put our hope in Christ that we can wait with confidence and know we will not be put to shame.

[Tweet “There is only one place to go to for reassurance during hard times, and that is to the cross.”]

It seems that God allows us to experience disappointments in life to teach us that nothing else will truly satisfy or provide us with a firm foundation to stand upon. God’s Word alone is unshakable. We can wait for the Lord knowing that, no matter how dark the night is, his light will break through in our lives, bringing abundant joy through a more intimate relationship with Christ.

4. Trust in the Lord, not in your own understanding (Proverbs 3:5-6).
Why is it so tempting for us to depend on our own wisdom rather than the wisdom of our all-wise God? What makes us think that we know better than he does what is best for us? Scripture speaks clearly about how to live life abundantly forever with Christ; yet, all too easily, we justify our sin, declare distasteful commands irrelevant, and do what is right in our own eyes. Seasons of waiting reveal where we are placing our trust.

5. Resist fretting, refrain from anger, be still, and choose patience (Psalm 37:7-8).
It’s easy to say we trust God, but our response to delays, frustrations, and difficult situations exposes where we are actually placing our hope.

Are we convinced God is listening?
Do we believe he’s good?
Do we accept that our circumstances are sovereignly ordained?
Do we doubt he really cares about us?
When we choose to wait quietly and trustingly, we not only honor God but encourage others to put their hope in him as well.

6. Be strong and take courage (Psalm 27:13-14; 31:24).
I’ve found that one of my biggest battles in long seasons of waiting is fighting fear and all its buddies like anxiety, fretfulness, and worry. A voice in my head asks, What if this happens? What if God doesn’t answer my prayers? It is the gospel that has taught me that enduring strength and courage will never be found in myself but in Christ. I am empowered to be courageous when:

I meditate on the sovereign rule and power of God and his abundant goodness in sending a Savior to set me free from sin.
I remember that my “light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison” (2 Corinthians 4:17).
Jesus said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” Ever. He is Immanuel, God with us. That’s a promise that will sustain us while we wait for answers to prayer, but even more, as we wait for his triumphant return!

7. See it as an opportunity to experience God’s goodness (Psalm 27:13; Lamentations 3:25).
When my focus is on my problems and what God has or has not given me, I am prone to grumbling, complaining, discontentment, bitterness, and selfishness. When I define goodness by what brings me the most comfort, happiness, and gratification in this life, then anything that threatens these things will tempt me to question God’s love and goodness.

God demonstrated his goodness when Christ absorbed the wrath of God that we deserved, making a way for us to be set free from the power of sin and our enemy Satan, who seeks to steal, kill, and destroy our eternal joy and peace. For those who have eyes to see, seasons of waiting offer countless opportunities to witness God at work in and through us for our eternal good and his glory.

8. Wait for God’s promise instead of going your own way (Acts 1:4).
Scripture offers plenty of examples of saints who got weary of waiting for God and chose to do things their way. I’ve given way to that temptation as well.

God’s goodness is promised for those who wait patiently for him! No matter how long. Regardless of how hopeless things appear to us. Even when it seems to cost us everything. “God is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to his power at work within us” (Ephesians 3:20). When we wait for him, we will never be disappointed.

9. Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful with thanksgiving (Colossians 4:2).
Another temptation we face when God does not seem to be answering our prayers is to stop praying, stop expecting him to act, while giving way to a spirit of cynicism, rather than thanking God for who he is and all he has done for us. While God may not answer in our timing or in the way we expect, he will accomplish his good purposes in our lives when we wait for him and persevere in prayer.

10. Remember the blessings yet to come (Isaiah 30:18).
As long as our hope is set on this life and things that gratify our flesh, we will likely feel frustrated, discouraged, and even hopeless. Jesus Christ came to offer us eternal joy and freedom from sin and, although we have been set free from sin’s power, sin’s presence is still at work in and around us. Thankfully, the gospel assures us, as believers, that God is for us and works all things together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose (Romans 8:28).

During long (or even short) seasons of waiting, our hearts will be encouraged to remember that the best is yet to come! One day sin will be no more! We will be free from self’s demands and temptations and experience everlasting joy. So,

Set your mind on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.” (Colossians 3:2-4)

You Will Not Be Ashamed
Susannah Spurgeon, wife of Charles Spurgeon, counseled her own heart with these words:

The Lord has strewn the pages of of God’s Word with promises of blessedness to those who wait for Him. And remember, His slightest Word stands fast and sure; it can never fail you. So, my soul, see that you have a promise underneath thee, for then your waiting will be resting and a firm foothold for your hope will give you confidence in Him who has said, ‘They shall not be ashamed that wait for Me.’”

“Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for him; those who wait for the Lord shall inherit the land; But for you, O Lord, do I wait; it is you, O Lord my God, who will answer.” Christ is the answer! He is your rest and the treasure you seek.

Wait for the Lord.
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