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God has prepared us to connect to the theme of resurrection.  The mystery of the resurrected life has been demonstrated to humanity since the beginning.  Each day saw the “burial” of the Sun, only to have a new day dawn.  In Papua New Guinea many people thank the Lord each day for “raising them from the death of sleep.”  Each generation is a resurrection of the dying generation that precedes it, carrying on the inheritance.  Each season of the year would begin with fallow fields and emptiness, only to see life spring forth to life, bear fruit, and die again; only to raise again the next year.  Each seed the farmer plants is planted in death and then raised to a transformed life.  

When Jesus came to bring life from death, it was an event that God had already shown in His creation and now shows in us, His conversions.  Do you see Jesus’ teaching on this before it even happens?  “Then He said to all, ‘If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. For whoever desire to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it.’” (Luke 9:23, 24).  Jesus fully intended His death, burial, and resurrection to be carried on in the transforming of his believers from the world of sin to walk in righteousness.  His resurrection impacts our lives.

The life, death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus is the turning point in human history.  At His human, physical birth, at Bethlehem Jesus enters the world that He created.  His purpose was to be the savior for mankind, and it was at the cross of Calvary where He offered himself.  To appreciate the resurrection we need to see the pain and the loss that occurred at the cross.  Without the cross the resurrection has limited value and that is true in our own lives as well.

Jesus death as a sinless, willing sacrifice, changes everything.  We, humans, now have a way to be right with God again.  We can come to God and receive His blessings because of Jesus’ life, death, burial, and resurrection.

It is the resurrection, because of His sinless life which appeased the needs of the righteous Father, that changes human destiny.  Numerous people lived, died, and were buried before Jesus and many people have lived, died, and been buried since.  The Bible even records a few people who were raised from the dead, but they were raised to demonstrate God’s power and they all died again.  Jesus was raised and remains alive today.
We read of the crucifixion, death, and burial of Jesus in Matthew 27:32-61, Mark 15:21-47, Luke 23:26-56 and John 19:16-42.  In these verses we read of the torment, suffering, pain, anguish, sacrifice, and surrender that Jesus underwent to make salvation available to all of us and any of us.  These verses lead us into the darkness.

Take your shoes off and slip into their sandals.  
· Center yourself in the feeling of being confused about what just happened and Jesus has died, angry that you did not stand up and protect him and angry at the crowd, pharisees and Romans for killing your Rabbi.  
· Attach to the feeling of being abandoned and alone now that three years of your life have been spent following Jesus and He is gone.  Was it worth it?  What just happened?  
· Soak in the sorrow of knowing the pain that Jesus has gone through and that He was innocent of the charges.  
· Struggle with the images and sounds of the suffering as they assault you when you are awake and asleep.  
· Be startled and stay alert as you settle in to the feeling of being scared that they were coming for you next.
These are not very comfortable sandals, are they?  But the disciples wrestled with the darkness for three days then the incredible happened.

From the darkness and despair that had a physical manifestation by the hand of the Father from noon until 3 pm (Matthew 27:45) they awaited a small sliver of the light of hope in the darkness.  That hope came on the rays of a sunrise on Sunday morning.

In times of darkness we know the power found in a sunrise.  The resurrection of Jesus shows incredible power, enough power to overcome death, shown in a Son-Rise.  The Holy Spirit guides Paul to write it this way in Romans 1:1-4 on page 1746: “Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God— 2 the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures 3 regarding his Son, who as to his human nature was a descendant of David, 4 and who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to be the Son of God by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord.”

The power of Jesus’ sacrifice was attested to by the Father as Matthew records it in Matthew 27:45-56 on page 1548.  We see the power of God in the mid-day darkness in verse 45.  We read of Jesus’ anguish and his quote of Psalm 22 in verse 46.  Then we have the events of verse 50 “And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit.”

The death of Jesus, at that point, is a turning point of power shown by the three supernatural events in verses 51-53.  
Mt 27:51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook and the rocks split. 52 The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. 53 They came out of the tombs, and after Jesus’ resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many people.
The huge, thick, woven hair curtain of the temple dividing the Holy from the Most Holy is torn in two from top to bottom.  The earthquake at that exact moment that split rocks and the return to life of many holy people who had died and were now raised to life as Lazarus was.  The tombs emptied their holy ones right at the moment of Jesus’ death but verse 53 tells us that they did not leave the cemetery until three days later and Jesus’ resurrection.

The power of the resurrection is seen in the lives that were changed.  Matthew 27:54 records the words of the centurion and those who were with him guarding the now deceased Jesus as they see the earthquake and other events.  The verse says, “they were terrified, and exclaimed “Surely he was the Son of God!”

We can also imagine the changed lives that were impacted by the holy ones that rose from their tombs and went into the holy city and appeared to many people.  The ones who were raised had lives that were changed and the families that welcomed them home enjoyed the blessing of the resurrection as well.

Matthew 27:55-56, Mark 15:40-41, and Luke 23:49 speak of the women who were near the cross and impacted by these events.  John 20:1-18 tells us of the impact that the resurrection had on Mary Magdalene and her encounter with Jesus in the garden.

Luke 24:36-49 on page 1644 is one of the passages that tells us of the impact that the resurrection had on the disciples.  Their lives are now changed for several reasons including the transition mentioned in Luke 24:45 which reads “Then he opened their minds so that they could understand Scriptures.”  And Jesus foretells a responsibility that will be given them as witnesses which is fulfilled in Acts 1:8.

The resurrection also changed the lives of Nicodemus and Joseph.  Matthew 27:57-61 on page 1549 speaks of the role that Joseph of Arimathea played in the burial.
Mt 27:57 As evening approached, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who had himself become a disciple of Jesus. 58 Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ body, and Pilate ordered that it be given to him. 59 Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 60 and placed it in his own new tomb that he had cut out of the rock. He rolled a big stone in front of the entrance to the tomb and went away. 61 Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were sitting there opposite the tomb.
It was Joseph that went to Pilate to ask for the body of Jesus.  Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean cloth.  Jesus was placed in the tomb that was meant for Joseph and it was a tomb that he had cut out of the rock.  And speaking of rocks, it was Joseph who rolled the big stone in front of it while the two Mary’s accompanied him.

John 19:39-40 on page 1685 adds to the account as it tells us of the role of Nicodemus.  “He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. 40 Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs.”  
Luke 23:55-56 tells us “The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph and saw the tomb and how his body was laid in it. 56 Then they went home and prepared spices and perfumes. But they rested on the Sabbath in obedience to the commandment.”  Luke 24:1 tells us that they returned Sunday morning very early (just after sunrise Mark 16:2) to apply the spices.  Each of these lives were changed by Jesus and His resurrection and it is only in Luke 24:13-35 that we read of another set of people who were impacted after the resurrection as they walked on the road to Emmaus.

In the resurrection Jesus was the same as well as being changed.  The level of that change makes for an interesting study.  We know that Jesus looked and sounded like himself and was identifiable as He was to Mary in the garden.  We also notice the level of change when she is told in John 20:17 “Do not hold onto me, for I have not yet returned to the Father.”  We read of Jesus calming their fears and showing them his scars as well as eating fish to show that He was not a ghost in Luke 24:41-43.  We read that he came and “stood among them” in John 20:26 and Luke 24:36 in a way that “they were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost.”  So maybe in a way like phasing or teleportation where he ends up with a solid form?  The changed nature of Jesus’ body is also noticed in Luke 24:16 as the disciples on the road to Emmaus “were kept from recognizing him.”

The resurrection of Jesus was powerful enough to cause supernatural events including the raising of holy people.  It was strongly attested to by His Father, witnessed by His disciples, and evidenced by the changed lives of many people.  Paul lists the importance and impact of Jesus’ resurrection when writing 1 Corinthians 15 on page 1789.  This is the bonus passage that I would encourage you to read this week along with the gospel accounts of the resurrection.  

The resurrection of Jesus can change everything about our lives today.  1 Corinthians 15:17 reminds us of the truth as it says, “And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins.”  The positive way of saying this is “because of the resurrection of Jesus we have the hope of salvation through the removal of our sins.”  

In baptism we are washed and purified, buried in water, and raised to live a new life, cleansed by grace, and empowered by the Holy Spirit.  His death, burial, resurrection, and new life enables us to have a similar transformation and invitation for all to be saved and changed by the resurrection of Jesus.  His resurrection has that much impact even today.

Making the Connection:
· Where are you at with your spiritual death and burial because they precede resurrection.  Leave the old and come to Jesus in baptism to have a changed life now and for eternity.
· He has Risen!  How have you been changed by His resurrection?
· In what ways are you the same as before?
· In what ways have you changed or are changing?
· How will you be a witness for Jesus and His resurrection this week?
· In the darkness of life, we are thankful for the power of the Son-Rise!
· May you be blessed this week as you seek first His kingdom and serve a Risen King.
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