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Today we are starting a new sermon series that is looking at how people connect with God, and the impact of that connection in their lives.  Not everyone connects to God in the same way so the way that you connected to God may only be most helpful to some of the people in your life.  I have said many times that people connect to God through people and that is the case most of the time so that is where we will start.  Through this series we will also look at times when we connect to God by connecting with His word, experiences, victory, day to day, during times of honesty, for the long term, and in crisis.  With each of these we will investigate the Bible to see how others made the same type of connection and the impact of that connection in their lives.

People often connect to God through other people which is why God has called us to be evangelistic and live out the great commission to make disciples through baptism and teaching.  In John 1:40-42 we read of Andrew hearing about Jesus and then we read of his response “, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ). 42 And he brought him to Jesus.”  We do not read much of the ministry of Andrew but, because of the introduction by Andrew, Peter’s ministry is well recorded in the Bible.  I also think of Ruth and Naomi.  Naomi has released Ruth from her bond to the family, but Ruth wants to be with her mother-in-Law so she says in Ruth 1:16   “Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay.  Your people will be my people and your God my God…”  This connection leads to the birth of King David.  These connections are transitional introductions to God, but we also read of people who connect to God through others who disciple them in a long-term relationship.

We read of examples of connecting through discipleship not only in the lives of Jesus and the Apostles but in the lives of Joshua and Samuel.  I want us to notice the importance of specific people in their lives.  These men connected with God because of discipling relationships that they had in their lives.  They came to know God, hear Him, and serve him because of people that aided their faith.  

I am going to start with some application today:
As we start today, I want you to think of ten people that have impacted your faith.  
Of those ten, now think of three of them that have had the greatest influence on your spiritual life.
Can you think of specific things that they did that have impacted, or are impacting your faith and faithfulness?  Have you let them know?
Whose faith are you helping to develop right now?  Who is closer to Jesus because of your relationship with them?

Although Joshua is a relatively main person in the Bible, he is secondary to Moses.  But Moses would be in Joshua’s top three, and likely the top one.  I will start with Joshua and provide us with a reminder of who he was and what the Lord did through him.
This information comes from the NIV Bible Commentary:
JOSHUA A son of Nun, an Ephraimite according to 1 Chronicles 7:22-27. He was  born in Egyptian bondage c. 1500 B.C., he was originally named Hoshea (Oshea), "salvation" according to Numbers 13:8 and Deuteronomy 32:44.  He was one of the faithful spies who said they could take the Promised Land.  He became Moses’ successor, and he has a book named after him which records his walk with God and the victory God gave him during the occupation of the Promised Land.

How did Joshua connect with God?  It seems that he did so as the aide of Moses.  Joshua is let in on some amazing accounts of God connecting with Moses.  He was with Moses on Sinai when God gave Moses the Ten Commandments.  He was with Moses to record God’s work and word and so it is in this connection that Joshua connects with God.

He connected with God steadily.  He had numerous accounts and encounters that drew him close to God.  If Moses was there then Joshua was near, and if he was not directly present then he recorded the account for the nation.

Joshua connected to God through a spiritual mentor.  Who knows the talks that he had with Moses and the time that they spent in prayer and discussion of God’s word and His activity amongst the people.

Is this the way that you came to know God?  Have you witnessed God’s direction over a long period of time?  Have you had someone lead you towards maturity?  If you have, then you know the importance of that person and who are you now leading?

Now let’s look at the life of Samuel.  His life is similar to Joshua, but it does have some differences.

Let’s remind ourselves about the early life of Samuel:
SAMUEL (Heb. Shemuel, his name means either “name of God”, or “God hears”). Samuel is often called the last of the judges (cf. 1 Sam 7:6, 15-17) and the first of the prophets (3:20; Acts 3:24; 13:20). He was the son of Elkanah, a Zuphite, and Hannah, of Ramathaim in the hill country of Ephraim. The events associated with the birth of Samuel indicate that his parents were a devoted and devout couple (1 Sam 1:1-2:10). Hannah's prayer for a child was answered. After Samuel was weaned, she took him to the Lord's house at Shiloh.

  The Lord called to Samuel in the night and revealed to him the impending doom of Eli's house. The Lord blessed Samuel and "let none of his words fall to the ground" (1 Sam 3:19), so that all Israel knew that Samuel was a prophet of the Lord. 

He is noted for having two books named after him and his ministry.  He was noted for his passion for the Lord and ability to hear and follow God’s direction.  He spoke with God in a very familiar manner which showed a deep level of relationship.  Samuel worked with the Judges and appointed the first and second King.  He wanted the people to be led by God and was filled with sorrow when they rejected Samuel’s leadership and God’s direction for a king like the other nations.

His birth was an answer to prayer, and he was dedicated to the Lord and raised in the temple by the priest Eli.  In 1 Samuel 3:1-19 (Page 423) we read of his calling and his personal connection with the Lord.

The boy Samuel ministered before the LORD under Eli. In those days the word of the LORD was rare; there were not many visions. 2 One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying down in his usual place. 3 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 

4 Then the LORD called Samuel.  Samuel answered, "Here I am." 5 And he ran to Eli and said, "Here I am; you called me."  But Eli said, "I did not call; go back and lie down." So he went and lay down.
Why did he go to Eli?
He was unfamiliar with the voice of the Lord.

    1SA 3:6 Again the LORD called, "Samuel!" And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, "Here I am; you called me."  "My son," Eli said, "I did not call; go back and lie down."  1SA 3:7 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD: The word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him.
What would make you miss God’s calling and who would you run to instead?

    1SA 3:8 The LORD called Samuel a third time, and Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, "Here I am; you called me."
    Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling the boy. 9 So Eli told Samuel, "Go and lie down, and if he calls you, say, `Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.' " So Samuel went and lay down in his place.
Samuel needed help hearing God and Eli helps him.
He also helps Samuel know how to respond to the Lord.

    1SA 3:10 The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other times, "Samuel! Samuel!"  Then Samuel said, "Speak, for your servant is listening."

The message is against Eli and his family.
    1SA 3:11 And the LORD said to Samuel: "See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make the ears of everyone who hears of it tingle. 12 At that time I will carry out against Eli everything I spoke against his family--from beginning to end. 

13 For I told him that I would judge his family forever because of the sin he knew about; his sons made themselves contemptible, and he failed to restrain them. 14 Therefore, I swore to the house of Eli, `The guilt of Eli's house will never be atoned for by sacrifice or offering.' "  15 Samuel lay down until morning and then opened the doors of the house of the LORD. He was afraid to tell Eli the vision, 16 but Eli called him and said, "Samuel, my son."  Samuel answered, "Here I am."
So what is he going to do with the message from the Lord?

    1SA 3:17 "What was it he said to you?" Eli asked. "Do not hide it from me. May God deal with you, be it ever so severely, if you hide from me anything he told you." 18 So Samuel told him everything, hiding nothing from him. Then Eli said, "He is the LORD; let him do what is good in his eyes."
The Lord was with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of his words fall to the ground.
What a great summary of his life and faithfulness.

What I wanted us to notice is that Samuel connected to God in a different way than Joshua.  His parents were religious.  His surroundings were religious.  His life was all about religion but when God speaks, he does not know who is speaking.

Does this apply to your life?  Were you raised in a Christian home, went to church, did the right things… and then one day you got past the religion and connected with God?  You found out that God was speaking to you, and you had something that you needed to do.

Both Joshua and Samuel had great role models and mentors but as they matured, they owned their faith.  They did what they needed to do to connect with God and maintain the connection.  They took ownership of their relationship with God and when they did, they became huge moral influences for their nation.

Connecting to God requires humility.  It often requires help from others and that is what we are here to do.  Connecting to God requires steadfastness and persistence which do not seem to come until we are ready to take ownership of our faith and relationship with God.  

When we are stable and ready, God will work through us to help connect others to God with the gospel message and transition from the old life to the new in baptism.  Remember the people that you put on your people of influence list?  Are you ready for God to use you to reach others?

This week I am asking you to take time to remember your story.  How have you come to know the Lord?  Take some time to write it out and to edit it down to a five minute and a two-minute version.

Now comes the good part…ask God who He wants you to share your story with this week.  We are thankful for our family, friends, neighbours, and community, so we want to be a part of their discipleship.  Be ready for God’s leading and who knows what he will accomplish with you this week.

Our congregation is always changing.  We have people with us whose story has just begun, we have those who are unsure of what God is saying to them right now, we have people who have walked with God for more years than I have been alive, and we want to bless new people in knowing God and making Him known.  Let’s encourage one another through the process of discipleship as we all follow Jesus and bring Him glory.

Blessings to each of you in the name of Jesus.

Next week:  The message will be about Josiah and his connection to God through access to the written word.
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