Connecting to God Changes Lives:
Sermon 2 – Josiah
Connecting to God Through His Word
March 10th 2024

The premise of the series is that connecting to God changes people and people start their connection to God from different points.  Last week we looked at the most often start of connection to God through other people who introduce us to God as Andrew does with Peter and Moses and Eli do with Joshua and Samuel.  Personal mentors are not the only way that people start a connection to God and some people start with a connection to God through His word because the word of God is powerful as it is God breathed and empowered by the Holy Spirit to be transformative.  Throughout the Bible we see how people, and nations are changed through encountering God in His word.  In our post-exile study, we noted the impact of God’s word on the returned Israelites as Ezra reads God’s word and it is explained by other priests in Nehemiah 8-9.  Today we are going to see how Josiah’s life was changed by an encounter with God and we will see connections between his change and the change that can occur in us when we connect to God in the same way.

In this series I want us to be thinking about evangelism and discipleship.  I want us to think about who helps us to know God and who, and how, are we helping to know God and make him known.  With whom did you study the bible with last week?  Having people in our lives is key in the discipleship process and so is connecting to the word of God for that is how disciples are made as we share the gospel message to a lost and lonely world.

There are several passages that are familiar to us that speak of the power and need to connect to the word of God.  How many of these are familiar to you or are in your memory banks?
· 2 Timothy 3:16-17 tells us: “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”
· For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.  Hebrews 4:12 
· Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.  Psalm 119:105
· Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you.  Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.  James 1:21-22
· He replied, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it.”  Luke 11:28 
· Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.  Matthew 7:24
· Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.  John 7:38
· Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”  Matthew 4:4 
· Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation.  1 Peter 2:2

Today we look at Josiah connecting to God by reading his word for himself and how this connection to God’s word changes his life and the state of the nation.  Josiah was a king in Israel.  He lived at about 650 years before the birth of Jesus the Christ and he ruled the southern part of the nation from the city of Jerusalem.  One thing that sticks out was that he began his reign as king at the age of eight years old.  Can you think what you were doing at eight years old?  What were your concerns?  What were your responsibilities?  Can you imagine leading a nation in law, war, and religion at this age or your current age?

Josiah comes to the throne because the people that served with his father, king Amon, killed their leader.  His father was assassinated because he did evil in the sight of the Lord according to 2 Chronicles 33:22.  His assassins are killed by the people and Josiah becomes king.  So, is he going to be a good king or a bad king and what will influence him?

As we look at Josiah this morning, I will present some thoughts from the NIV Bible Dictionary:
JOSIAH (Heb. yoshiyahu, Jehovah supports him). Josiah's reign on the throne of King David was the last surge of political independence and religious revival before the disintegration of the southern kingdom that ended with the destruction of Jerusalem and the captivity of the people in 586 B.C. by the Babylonians.  The north has already been taken by the Assyrians in 722 BC.

In the eighth year of his reign at age 16(c. 632), he began to seek after God and four years later at age 20 he initiated reforms including effort to restore the temple in Jerusalem, which had been neglected for such a long period.

  In the course of renovating the temple (622 B.C.) the Book of the Law was recovered.  The reformation movement was now stimulated anew by its reading.  King Josiah is transformed when he encounters God through his written word.  He connects to God by reading the book of the Law.

Has your life been transformed in the same way?  Would you like a transformation?  We can help you connect with the word of God.

I want us to pick up on the reading from 2 Chronicles 34:14-33 Page 726 because it shows us the transformation of the king and the nation:
We begin with the finding of the word of God.
14 While they were bringing out the money that had been taken into the temple of the LORD, Hilkiah the priest found the Book of the Law of the LORD that had been given through Moses. 15 Hilkiah said to Shaphan the secretary, "I have found the Book of the Law in the temple of the LORD." He gave it to Shaphan.

    2CH 34:16 Then Shaphan took the book to the king and reported to him: "Your officials are doing everything that has been committed to them. 17 They have paid out the money that was in the temple of the LORD and have entrusted it to the supervisors and workers." 18 Then Shaphan the secretary informed the king, "Hilkiah the priest has given me a book." And Shaphan read from it in the presence of the king.
It is found and presented to the king, so what will his response be?
People do not all react to God’s word in the same way.
    2CH 34:19 When the king heard the words of the Law, he tore his robes. 
The transformation is personal at first.
Then he puts belief into action.
20 He gave these orders to Hilkiah, Ahikam son of Shaphan, Abdon son of Micah, Shaphan the secretary and Asaiah the king's attendant: 21 "Go and inquire of the LORD for me and for the remnant in Israel and Judah about what is written in this book that has been found. Great is the LORD's anger that is poured out on us because our fathers have not kept the word of the LORD; they have not acted in accordance with all that is written in this book."

    2CH 34:22 Hilkiah and those the king had sent with him went to speak to the prophetess Huldah, who was the wife of Shallum son of Tokhath, the son of Hasrah, keeper of the wardrobe. She lived in Jerusalem, in the Second District.

So, what will she say?
    2CH 34:23 She said to them, "This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: Tell the man who sent you to me, 24 `This is what the LORD says: I am going to bring disaster on this place and its people--all the curses written in the book that has been read in the presence of the king of Judah. 25 Because they have forsaken me and burned incense to other gods and provoked me to anger by all that their hands have made, my anger will be poured out on this place and will not be quenched.' 

26 Tell the king of Judah, who sent you to inquire of the LORD, `This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says concerning the words you heard: 27 Because your heart was responsive and you humbled yourself before God when you heard what he spoke against this place and its people, and because you humbled yourself before me and tore your robes and wept in my presence, I have heard you, declares the LORD. 

28 Now I will gather you to your fathers, and you will be buried in peace. Your eyes will not see all the disaster I am going to bring on this place and on those who live here.' "  So they took her answer back to the king.

How does Josiah respond to the message?
    2CH 34:29 Then the king called together all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem. 30 He went up to the temple of the LORD with the men of Judah, the people of Jerusalem, the priests and the Levites--all the people from the least to the greatest. 
Now notice who does the reading!
He read in their hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant, which had been found in the temple of the LORD. 31 The king stood by his pillar and renewed the covenant in the presence of the LORD--to follow the LORD and keep his commands, regulations and decrees with all his heart and all his soul, and to obey the words of the covenant written in this book.
He leads by action.
    2CH 34:32 Then he had everyone in Jerusalem and Benjamin pledge themselves to it; the people of Jerusalem did this in accordance with the covenant of God, the God of their fathers.
What did this pledge look like?
    2CH 34:33 Josiah removed all the detestable idols from all the territory belonging to the Israelites, and he had all who were present in Israel serve the LORD their God. As long as he lived, they did not fail to follow the LORD, the God of their fathers.
People need the help of others.

 Because he was exposed to the word of God in a way that he could understand Josiah led his nation in the observance of the Passover in a manner unprecedented in Judah's history.  In 609 B.C. Josiah's leadership was abruptly ended. In an effort to interfere with Pharaoh Neco's plans to aid the Assyrians, Josiah was fatally wounded at Megiddo (2 Chron 35:20-24)  All Judah had reason to join Jeremiah in lamenting for Josiah (2 Chronicles 35:25).

That was Josiah’s story but what is yours?
· Do you have people in your life that help make the word of God understandable?
· Do you spend time reading God’s word for yourself?
· Do you need help getting into the word of God and getting something out of it?
· We believe that God’s word changes people because God is behind it.
· It not just a Bible, it is God working through it.  Those who are ready to hear and to follow become transformed.
· Following Jesus involves knowing His word and living in obedience to it.  Jesus’s disciples are drawn toward bible study and discussion of His word.
· With whom did you study the bible with this week?

Josiah was transformed through the word of God, and he used his influence to transform others by introducing them to the Law.  Through Josiah the nation is transformed.

Last week I asked who was watching you and this week I am asking that we consider the source of our transformation.

How are you being led by God?
Do you know His voice?
Where are you connecting for group Bible study?
Now is the time to connect.

Next Week:  Connecting to God Through Our Experiences - Hosea
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