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How did you do with the homework of sharing your story and asking people what God is doing in their life or what lessons they are learning from God right now?  It is a good pattern for connection to God and one another.  We are now at the halfway point in this sermon series about how connecting God changes lives.  We have been looking at the Biblical accounts of people connecting to God and how that connection changed them.

There are many ways to start our connection with God and for God to connect with us.  We have seen God connect to Joshua and Samuel through mentors in their lives.  We saw Josiah connect with God by reading His word and last week we read about Hosea and Ruth connecting to God in a variety of circumstances.

Today we will be looking in the book of Judges to see Deborah connect with God in victory and how that changed her life and the path of the nation.  Life can be tough, and our faith is increased when we connect to God in victory.  Too often we see the negative and wonder when things will change and in time God gives victory.  In those moments our faith takes on a new energy and we have a powerful testimony to add to our story as we call others to follow God – a God of victory!

Judges is a transitional book.  It covers a time in Israel’s history when God was trying to lead the people through Judges instead of a main leader like Moses or Joshua.

God has been active in trying to lead the people right from their inception.  He has led the nation by speaking to the father of each family; he has led the nation through the priests who were to be God’s spiritual leaders to the nation.  He has led the nation through a strong leader like Moses or Joshua and after the death of Joshua God is now leading the people through Judges.

As we read the book of Judges it does not take long to notice that some Judges were good at following God’s lead, and some Judges were not.  Some Judges were picked by God and some were picked by the people.  Despite how they came into their position the Judges were expected to do a few things.  It was the role of the Judge to lead the people in war, law, and truth.  They were to provide guidance and justice for the people.

As we read the book we notice the cycle of Judges:  It start with the people crying out for deliverance, then God provides a deliverer, then there is a time of peace, then the people fall away, then they are punished, then they cry out for a deliverer.  This cycle goes on over and over within the book.

We come upon the rule of Deborah in Judges 4 and 5 and by then we have read of the work of Othniel, Ehud, and Shamgar.  Now let’s look at Israel’s fourth Judge Deborah connecting to God in victory.

The key characters in this account are Deborah the Judge, Barak the leader of the army, Jabin the rival king and Sisera the leader of the enemy army.  So, let’s begin with Judges 4:1-8 Page 376:
After Ehud died, the Israelites once again did evil in the eyes of the LORD. 2 So the LORD sold them into the hands of Jabin, a king of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor. The commander of his army was Sisera, who lived in Harosheth Haggoyim. 3 Because he had nine hundred iron chariots and had cruelly oppressed the Israelites for twenty years, they cried to the LORD for help.

    JDG 4:4 Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lappidoth, was leading Israel at that time. 5 She held court under the Palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim, and the Israelites came to her to have their disputes decided. 6 She sent for Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali and said to him, "The LORD, the God of Israel, commands you: `Go, take with you ten thousand men of Naphtali and Zebulun and lead the way to Mount Tabor. 7 I will lure Sisera, the commander of Jabin's army, with his chariots and his troops to the Kishon River and give him into your hands.' "

    JDG 4:8 Barak said to her, "If you go with me, I will go; but if you don't go with me, I won't go."

Barak knows that the Lord is with Deborah and so he knows who to stick with.  The Lord delivers Deborah and the nation in a spectacular, though natural, way.  God stops the power of the chariots by having it rain so hard the ground becomes too muddy to drive so the enemy is overtaken according to 5:4-5.

Sisera gets away and thinks that he has found refuge and help from a lady named Jael but she deceives him and drives a ten peg through his temple into the ground and killed him.  With this victory 4:23-24 tell us:
“On that day God subdued Jabin, the Canaanite king, before the Israelites. 24 And the hand of the Israelites grew stronger and stronger against Jabin, the Canaanite king, until they destroyed him.”

After 20 years of oppression the nation once again has victory and Deborah credits God with the victory.  We read of her praise of God and how that was turned into a national song in chapter 5.  Note with me 5:1-3
On that day Deborah and Barak son of Abinoam sang this song:
  JDG 5:2 "When the princes in Israel take the lead, when the people willingly offer themselves-- praise the LORD!
  JDG 5:3 "Hear this, you kings! Listen, you rulers! I will sing to the LORD, I will sing; I will make music to the LORD, the God of Israel.
	WHY?  Because he is the deliverer!!

Deborah is a person with a connection to the Lord as one of his prophets.  She knew the Lord and communicated with Him and in this account she connects to God in victory.
I think that this connection is different in some ways than her other connections to God.  She obviously had been directed by God in order to be chosen as a Judge.  She is the only female Judge and leader of the nation which may say something about her connection to God or her receptivity to His lead.

How have you connected to God in victory?  Have you called out to God for strength, guidance, or deliverance and had Him answer?  It is a powerful way to connect to God but some people miss it because they are giving credit to themselves.  Because of this we need to be aware of the destructive power of pride.

God wants to be our deliverer.  He wants to be the one who rescues.  He wants to be our hero and our savior.  In order for that to happen we need to seek Him.  I have a story to close our time together.  We need to be grateful to our savior because of the cost that He paid, a cost that has left its mark.

Leslie B. Flynn told a story that illustrates a great truth. An orphaned boy was living with his grandmother when their house caught fire. The grandmother, trying to get upstairs to rescue the boy, perished in the flames. The boy's cries for help were finally answered by a man who climbed an iron drain pipe and came back down with the boy hanging tightly to his neck. Several weeks later, a public hearing was held to determine who would receive custody of the child.  A farmer, a teacher, and the town's wealthiest citizen all gave the reasons they felt they should be chosen to give the boy a home. But as they talked, the lad's eyes remained focused on the floor. Then a stranger walked to the front and slowly took his hand from his pockets, revealing severe scars on them. As the crowd gasped, the boy cried out in recognition. This was the man who had saved his life. His hands had been burned when he climbed the hot pipe. With a leap the boy threw his arms around the man's neck and held on for dear life. The other men silently walked away, leaving the boy and his rescuer alone. Those marred hands had settled the issue. And so it is with Jesus. His nail-pierced hands remind us that he has rescued us from sin and its deadly consequences. 

"If our greatest need had been information, God would have sent us an educator. If our greatest need had been technology, God would have sent us a scientist. If our greatest need had been money, God would have sent us an economist. But since our greatest need was forgiveness, God sent us a Savior."

Coming to know God in victory can have enough power to transform our lives.  When we are delivered from turmoil, pain, sorrow, and all of the difficulties of life we rejoice in our deliverer.  When we ask Jesus to remove our sins and accept His victory over sin and death in baptism then we are truly transformed.  Connecting to Christ in this way changes us spiritually as 2 Corinthians 5:17 reminds us “we are a new creation; and the old has gone, the new has come.”  You can come to know God through others, read His word and know of Him, and even experience Him in your life and in church, but knowing Jesus as your saviour who is your victory makes an eternal difference which is why we urge people to come to know Him in this way for a better life now and a much better eternal life with Him forever.  Jesus is our victory, and we invite everyone to come to know Him in this way.  If you have not come to Jesus in baptism, why not, and if you have who are you inviting to know Him in this way?

People struggle with life, and it can seem overwhelming to face sickness, financial struggles, mental struggles, and spiritual uncertainty.  Most people are struggling with something as you learned from the homework through the week.  Who do you know that needs victory and how can you help them come to Jesus?  No one, or nothing else, offers the victory that Jesus has provided.  He is the way, the truth, and the life and no one comes to the father except through him.  He does not offer a life free of struggles he offers his struggles for your life.  We have reason to give God the glory for the great things he has done and seek out people who need to make the connection to God and His people.

This week come to Christ as your deliverer and thank him for the victory.
Our strength is limited but His is not, even as we face the challenge of discipleship.
Let’s celebrate the victory in Jesus.

Next weekend is Easter weekend and we will look at The Resurrection Impact.  In our next sermon in this series, we will look at how Mary and Joseph connected to God in the day to day and how that connection changed their lives.
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