“Let Us” – Thirsty Sermons 2016
Sermon 8  Let Us Keep Walking
Galatians 5:25-26 Page 1816
August 25th, 2024

Last week we had a little sermon illustration about our connection to the word.  What did we do?  Do we expect them to mix?  They can co-exist without mixing because separation is natural.  The oil and water have a connection, and the water can influence the oil, but they do not mix just as light and darkness do not mix.  What they need is time to separate and that is one of the reasons that God calls us out of the world to fellowship, discipleship, ministry, evangelism and worship.  

How was your week?  Did you make extra effort to notice how you mix and how you separate?  Did you spend time thanking God for the promises that He provides?  How did you invite others to Know God as you help Make Him Known?

We have been looking at how these passages also fill a thirst that people have in their lives.  Last week we talked about the thirst that people have to leave worldliness and the way the world behaves and this week the thirst relates to the reminder that there is a path and a process of change and we are called forward and empowered to walk away from our old life and walk towards a new kind of life led by the Holy Spirit as those who have been born again and are in the process of change.  Who, in your life, is thirsty for this good news?

A well known section of the Bible is the Fruit of the Spirit from Galatians 5:22-23 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. ”  Our next bit of “let us” comes just after these passages in verses 25 and 26 where it says:  “Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.”  Here we have a call to positive action as well as a call to refrain.  We are supposed to encourage one another to keep in step with the Spirit and we are to refrain from becoming conceited, provoking, and envying each other.  The positive way to say both aspects is to keep in step with the Spirit and to be kind to each other.  We learned about being considerate with our look at Romans 14 and kindness is one of the fruit of the Spirit.

The context of these verses:
Galatians has been called “mini-Romans” since they handle similar themes.  The main theme that God wanted the churches of the province of Galatia to work on was in regard to their connection to Judaism.  Galatians is a letter which provides reasons why Christianity is not a revision of Judaism.  The audience wants to worship Christ through their connection to the law, so God has Paul write an explanation of the role of the Old Testament Law Galatians 3:23-25.  Here we read “Gal 3:23 Before this faith (in Jesus) came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up until faith should be revealed. 24 So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith. (His faithfulness) 25 Now that faith has come, we are no longer under the supervision of the law”

These truths caused some difficulties within the congregations and disunity was forming.  Galatians 5:15 hits the point hard when it says, “If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.”  The antidote to the division is the point of the next periscope of verses 16-26 which our verses are the conclusion.

16 So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 17 For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law. 
The battle between the two natures of spirit and our human desire for sin is handled in Romans in Romans 8:5-11.  In verse 6 God says that the mind of sinful man is death, and the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace.

Then we have the list of the fruit of the sinful mind:
19 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this (present active – in a routine or habit) will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

We then move onto the fruit produced by being controlled by the Holy Spirit.
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 

The next verse provides a bold statement and summary of what conversion is:
24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires.  – This crucifixion occurs at baptism as we are raised to a new life.

So, our “let us” verses occur in the context of a summary statement.
25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.

Let us consider more about the Holy Spirit.  Acts 2:38-47 tells us about how we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit through immersion and the work of the Spirit within us as evidenced by being called out to serve Christ and advance the kingdom through discipleship, evangelism, fellowship, ministry, and worship. 

During our immersion we receive the blessing of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit and in the Gospel of John Jesus makes a promise about the Holy Spirit in John 14.  The section also promises the indwelling of Jesus and the Father as well.  Take a look at John 14:23-27 as we learn about the work of the Holy Spirit in the lives of the Apostles and His work in us today.  
John 14:23-27:  Jesus replied, “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. 24 He who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. 
 Jn 14:25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.

The passages in Galatians, Romans and John have shown us that the Holy Spirit is given to lead us.  He is the leader, and we are to follow.  The image in Galatians 5:25 is the image of keeping in step.  That has a military background of keeping in step with a commanding officer and walking in line.  When I read it, I think of keeping pace with someone, and in particular I think of trying to keep up with my Dad when we would go stream fishing near Nordegg.  He knew how far he wanted to go and how fast he could travel, and we had to work to keep in step.  The girls may say the same about me when we hike, or snowshoe and I look forward to getting that energy and ability back in a few months as my heart medication is adjusted.  Keeping in step requires effort to enjoy the relationship.  Know His prompting and the voice of Jesus to follow their lead.  How are you doing with this?  How well do you know the voice of Jesus and the call of the Holy Spirit?  How is the Spirit leading you and where are you going?

The last part of the passage is the call to refrain from being conceited (also translated boastful or arrogant – it means “empty glory” and is only used in this passage, provoking (or combating one another also only used here), or envying (become sour at someone’s success) again – only used here in these forms.

I say these passages are a call to keep in step with the Spirit and to be kind to others in the faith.  So how can we apply these passages?
1. The main part of the passages is a discussion about the battle between our two natures, so the first point of application is to check your appetite.  Which nature are you feeding regularly?
2. Follow the leader and keep in step.  Let the Holy Spirit lead through the word of God as number one but also through your conscience, Christian counsel, and even circumstances.
3. Open yourself to His leading.  The Spirit may be in you but how much access does He have to make the change that He can make?  (Alka-Seltzer and water illustration).
4. Beware of pride and selfishness as these are the key aspects of the sinful nature.
5. Surrender to the Sprit and enjoy the fruit of a changed life.  Love that is sacrificial, joy beyond circumstance, peace in turmoil, patience that is forbearance so it is “long tempered”, kindness because of Jesus within us, as well as goodness, faithfulness, and self-control which are vastly different than the forms we can create within ourselves.  These are the fruit of the Holy Spirit
6. Be kind, and do not make following God any more difficult for others than it needs to be.

Next Week we look at the Fruit of the Spirit “goodness” in Galatians 6:9-10 and the call to “Let Us Do Good.”


 [image: ]

 [image: ]5:22–23 For other lists of virtues see 2Co 6:6–10; Eph 4:2; 5:9; Php 4:8–9; Col 3:12–15. Christian character is produced by the Holy Spirit, not by the mere moral discipline of trying to live by the law. Paul makes it clear that justification by faith does not result in libertinism. The indwelling Holy Spirit produces Christian virtues in the believer’s life. 

5:22 fruit of the Spirit. Compare the singular “fruit” with the plural “acts” (v. 19). 
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